How the Bible Was Made 

Teaching Notes
By: Apostle T. L. Elliott
B.C. or B.C.E. in the theological arena refers to Before the Common Era or before time was really tracked with a known basis of dates

A.D. in the theological arena refers to a Latin term: Annio Domini which means year of our Lord that also is associated to the tracking of time.

Cuneiform is an ancient term that means written expression which was done in the form of hieroglyphic style marking.  They are founded back in ancient Sumer/Babylonian and Assyrian=Akadia, and also ancient Persia and Hittite).  Examples that are known about to this day are the Enuma Elish/Epic of Creation from Sumer/Babylonia and the Tell El Armana (meaning mound of Armenia or Western Asia) which has roots back to Pharaoh Akhenaten who was the only Pharaoh in Egyptian history that believed in monotheism and possibly one and the same as Moses.   It is located between Memphis and Thebes of Egypt which was actually founded by Noah’s son Ham/Khem. This location was actually a place of dedication to god/Aton.  Cuneiform dates back to 3000 BC.
Aramaic/Syrian dialect was an official spoken and written language that was created and developed between 900 – 700 BC.  It was a Semitic (translated to mean name coming from the root word Shem thus evolving to mean in support of him/Hebrews/Jews) language developed in the areas of Syria, Assyria, and South East Turkey.  Aramaic was also the primary language of the Old and New Testament in which certain verses in the Bible remain in Aramaic since there was no Hebrew or Greek word that they could be translated into prior to the English translation if today. 
Torah/Pentateuch came into existence around 1250 -400BC and possibly as old as 1441BC.  Torah means Divine Law of Instruction and Pentateuch means Five Books.  The book contains 613 commandments and is said to not only have been written by Moses but also other sources that information was pulled from.  It is said to have been written in Hebrew but that may be controversial due to the fact that the language was not established in written form until 10 BC.  Due keep in mind that Hebrew is actually a form of Aramaic.  Also note that the people spoke what was known as “The Language of Canaan” from around the time of Abraham and 400yrs beyond.  This language was a culmination of many different dialects. Also know that it is said that Moses received 2 Torahs: Oral and Written form.

The Oral Torah was stories and legal traditions that were not written but were taught and learned that resulted in what was known as the Jewish Gemara in Aramaic.  These traditions date back to Palestine and Babylonia.  It also contained what was known as the Kabalah which was another form of laws that was mainly past to priest.  It was partially composed from Aramaic.  This Torah was then put in written form known as the Talmud after rabbis had discussions of their meaning.
Koine (meaning common) Greek was established as a written language between 356 BC and 323 BC however, there is theory that it may date back as a dialect to be as old as 250BC-1700BC due to research discovering proto-Greek speakers in the Greek Peninsula in which the dialect could also be associated with the Language of Canaan. 
Written Hebrew was established between 10 – 8 BC.  Not the term Hebrew is derived from the name Eber which was the son of Shem. Its meaning is “region across or beyond.”  The root meaning to that is “to pass over.”  This Aramaic dialect is referenced as old as being used as a language of Canaan by Jacob in Ge. 31:47. in which Laban used an Aramaic term and Jacob used a Hebrew term.  One reason however that Hebrew was primarily spoken in the Old Testament actually ties to the survivability of the tribe of Judah called Yehudit from late 8 BC.

Septuagint was the next writing that was the first translation of what we call Old Testament writings also known as the Holy Rit.  The Septuagint was also known to contain other writings or book that were in Greek and Aramaic which were never translated to Hebrew due to the wording not existing in the Hebrew written language thus resulting in what are known as the Apocryphal writings.  The word Apocrypha means hidden and thus it obtains its definition due to the known language of Hebrew not knowing the meaning.  The Apocryphal writings were identified between 130 and 4 BC.  These writings still exist today in the catholic Bible or can be purchased as a stand alone book.

Latin language impact the Bible as well due to it not only turning into the first complete translation of the Old and New Testament but also due to the fact that when Apostle Paul refers to the Rapture, this word actually is a later insert to the Bible from Latin.  Note that Latin is a dialect that came from a town known as Latium in Rome and was part of the Roman dialect just like Greek.  It was recognized as a language around 5 BC but lost its dominance to Greek around the 15th century.  To this day however the language is still used in Rome (primarily at the Vatican) due to the first complete translation of the Bible. 
Jesus Christ fits into this time line fro 2-4 BC until his death in 33AD.

In 2 AD while Christ was alive, Aramaic had mostly replaced Hebrew as a spoke and written dialect.  Most of the priest at this time even needed translators to teach or read anything that was written in Hebrew.  It was really becoming a dying language.  Jesus even primarily spoke Aramaic, broken Hebrew and possibly Greek (i.e. answering the Centurion about his sick servant).  

During this same time period (2 AD) there became an Eastern Aramaic/Syriac translation of Old Testament or old scroll writings known as the Peshitta which is used by some Eastern World Christians today.   The word Peshitta means simple or straight thus meaning that it is a simple translation of old scroll writings.
In 70 AD, the 2nd temple was destroyed and Jerusalem was placed under siege.  A Rabbi by the name of Johannon ben Zakki got permission from Rome to establish a place of Jewish study.   The school was located in a town called Jaffa in Israel.  The school also can be pronounced in different dialects: Jamnia/Greek, Jabneh/ English, Yavneh/Hebrew.  It became the official academy for Jewish learning as well as the place that Jewish writings became canon. Note that “Canon” means “divinely inspired.”
In 90 AD the school produced a canon of the Old Testament known in the Hebrew as the Tanakh which contained a total of 24 scrolls or books.  Note that the Tanakh is composed of three major sections: the written Torah (law), the prophets that tell the prophetic works and thirdly the Writings that refer to Psalms, proverbs and Writings of Wisdom (Song of Solomon).

Please note that the early foundations of the New Testament was considered Heretic since there was no writings or tradition to use as a foundation for this movement of belief or writing since Jesus was only eluded to in the Old Testament writings but never really identified by name.

In 150 AD St. Iranaeus established a New Testament which actually is the New Testament that we have now.  His version was solidified by Bishop Eusebius.  He was a historian who also is the founder of all that we know of the early church.  He is also the one that establish 4 as the number of gospels included in the New Testament due to the writings speaking of the 4 winds and 4 angels and the 4 elements (earth, wind, fire, water).  Other versions were considered such as the Marcion New Testament: Luke, Rom., 1 & 2nd Cor., Gal., Eph., Phil., Col., 1 & 2nd Thess., Philemon.  There was also the Muratorian New Testament that had a limited selection of New Testament writings.
An individual by the name of Origen established what was known as a Hexapla which was a book that did a parallel comparison between Hebrew, Greek and Septuagint writings since he was learned in these languages.  This writing was established between 200 and 216 AD.
Next was the establishment of the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD in Bithynia (modern day Turkey) who were the founders of the Nicaean Creed, the canoninical law and the first establishment of what was known as the ecclesiastical or general council.  They were founded by Constantine.  They canonized the writings that were used in today’s Old Testament and a copy of Iranaeus New Testament.

In 367 AD, a bishop by the name of Athanasius produced the final copy of the of this NewTtestament  in 27 letters.  From that point, a synod was held in Rome regarding the New testament under Pope Demasus that were influenced by Jerome (who wrote the Vulgate Bible which was the first complete translation of the Old and New Testament on Latin).  The list of books were then affirmed in Hippo in 393 AD and finally ratified  in 473 AD.
