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Being the Children (Sons and Daughters) of GOD is more than just being called Christians or Believers and takes on a higher calling just due to the identity associated with the name (character).  GOD took a lot of time, effort and pride in designing us to the degree that HE made us to be like HIM.  When we state “like HIM,” we mean both in body (image) and spirit (thoughts/character).  We ultimately have a responsibility to associate ourselves with the correct identity for HIM, in HIM, through HIM and by HIM.
1. Why is the knowledge of our identity so important to us?
You are what you say and believe that you are.

Knowledge of who you are will impact your walk for the LORD due to the fact that Proverbs. 23:7 states, “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.”  We become a manifestation of how we see ourselves.

2.  What names are normally associated with those that believe and serve the 
LORD and Jesus/Yeoshua Christ?
1. Christians

2. Sons/Daughter/Children of GOD

3. Partakers

Christian:

The word “Christian” is used by most believers which actually comes from the Greek word “Christianos” that was a negative term used in the Bible to identify a follower of Christ.  Christian was a man-given term or label for the believers found only 3 times in scripture and was mostly associated with shame:

Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:15-16 

Sons/Daughters/Children of GOD:

Sons of GOD (Hebrew): Ben (member of a group, children) Eloheem (magistrate, judges, celestial order)

Sons of GOD (Greek):  Huios (offspring, descendant) Theos (magistrate, judges)

Know that son in both dialects is a term of kinship and also links itself to obedience.

Partaker:
Partaker (Koinoneo – to be in communion or fellowship with, be made a partner due to relationship, join one’s self to another as in marriage) 

Our concerns as being regarded as the Children (sons/daughters) of GOD:

3. Who has deemed us to be called “The Sons of GOD?
GOD’s Word, and Jesus Christ said that we are gods (as HIS children).
We are first identified as the sons of GOD through being called gods in the lower case in Psalms 82:6 which is the name given to those that are recognized as the children of the Most High.  We are also called gods (as sons) by Jesus in John 10:34-35 as HE refers to Psalms 82:6.  HE states that this is an identity given to those that receive or accept the Word.  Those that are born again receive this identity in Luke 3:38 due to being sons and daughters or descendants of Adam. 
4. Why are we called to be the Sons/daughters of GOD?
Because we are made in HIS image, redeemed, predestined, HIS love
Gen. 1:26 - We are made in HIS image however, we are currently flawed due to not operating in HIS likeness (Damuwth – similitude/resemblance associated with character).  This is the first step of our new identity upon accepting Christ as our LORD and Savior.
Ga. 4:5 – We were redeemed (Exagorazo – paid for) that we might receive adoption as sons.
Ephesians 1:5 – We were predestined (Proorizo –predetermined, decided beforehand) as children through Jesus Christ.  Our identity was determined in Gen. 1:26.  Understand however, it is not automatic due to sin affecting and infecting us after the predestination plan was put into effect. 
1 John 3:1-3 – GOD bestowed (Didomi – grant or supply) HIS love (Agape – affection) upon us that we should be called the Sons of GOD.
5. How do we become children (sons/daughters) of GOD?
It requires confession and possession.
I John 4:15 – If one confesses (Homologeo - to speak out freely or not to refuse as a fact or does not refuse as a truth) that Jesus is the Son of GOD, then GOD will begin to dwell (Meno - abide or co-exist) in them.

Rom. 8:14-15 – When we are led (possessed) by the Spirit, we become sons.  Possession means for one to let HIM take total control and is achieved when we recognize and declare that we are under HIS “grace.”  Grace actually means to be under divine influence.

6. How is godly possession achieved?
By receiving HIM, and operating in HIS power through knowledge and relationship.

John 1:12 – One must receive Him in order to be empowered (revelatory knowledge given is that it is to be inward powered) or given the ability through knowledge and relationship by HIM to become Sons/Christ- like.  Understand that this is more than receiving Christ as LORD and Savior but also to accept the mantle/identity of son-ship associated with the nature of Christ.  HE came not only to save us but to restore us to the knowledge of our original identity and how to operate in that while operating in the flesh form.  Remember, you are a spirit with a body, not a body with a spirit.
7. What makes it recognizable for us?  
Spiritual adoption through biblical documentation.
Rom. 8:15 – GOD makes it recognizable for us through spiritual adoption just like in the natural world when one accepts a child to be part of their family through legal documentation. That is why we were redeemed due to the fact that even in adoption, a price is paid.
8. How do we confirm that we are sons/daughters?
Through spiritual and verbal cries or acknowledgment of HIM before ourselves and others.

We began to recognize and confirm this by both spiritually and verbally crying Abba Father in which we are asking HIM as our Spiritual Father to be the Father of our flesh man and his/her actions.  Remember, our words are required to be annunciated in the atmosphere for there to be a legal manifestation of them coming into existence.  This confirmed not only in Rom. 8:15 but also is an identification of the Christ (the Anointed One or the Anointing) that is within us due to Ga. 4:6.  Our acknowledgement of GOD as Father is critical to being under this identity (Gal. 3:26)
9. What is expected of us as Sons/Daughter?
To operate in HIS Will, Do HIS Will, be blameless, harmless, without rebuke and to shine as lights.

Phil. 2:13-15 – GOD works in us to “Will” and “Do” (manifest) HIS good (beneficial) pleasures.  We are not to murmur (Goggusmos) or be secretly displeased or disputing (Dialogismos) debating within our minds.  We are expected to be:

Blameless:  Amemptos – Free from fault or unblamable

Harmless:   Akeraios – Unmixed with evil, innocent, simple
Without Rebuke:   Amometos - blameless
Shine as lights: Phaino – be seen, appear, become evident, cause to shine 
                         Phoster – that which gives light, an illuminator

10. What is a benefit of being a child of GOD?

We are not impacted by death (spiritual and possibly physical) 

Luke 20:35-36 - As one accepts the identity of being the sons or daughters of GOD and walk a life worthy of this identity will no longer be impacted by death as worldly people are due to being born again as a child of GOD.

11. Is there any other important identity associated with the body of Christ in 
scripture?

Understanding that we are also called to be Partakers.

Rom. 15:27 - As we are called to minister, we are identified as partakers.

1 Cor. 9:12 – As we are given the power of Christ but yet suffer, we are called partakers.

1 Cor. 10:17 - As we are in fellowship with Christ as one bread and one body, we are called partakers.
1 Cor. 10:21 – To be participant in the Lord’s Supper, we are recognized as partakers.

2 Cor. 1:7 – As we take part in suffering for HIM without wavering, we are called partakers

Eph 3:6 – As heirs to the promises of Christ, we are called partakers.
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