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The following lecture is provided by Sowing Circle and Blue Letter Bible ministries.
More information is available at www.Blueletterbible.org. This course, The History of
Redemption, is taught by Pastor David Shirley.

Let’s pray.

Lord, we do pause and thank You that this is Your day and
we just want to stop and say that we recognize that all
through the day. Today as we continue to look at Your
work, what You did, what You are still doing, and then the
final completion of it on earth, show us. Just help us to see
it because it is Your work and we want to appreciate it just
like when someone else does a work of art or something,
we look at it and hopefully if it is good, we appreciate it.
Lord, we look at Your work and what You have done and it
is good. We just want to see it, look at it, appreciate it, and
also see where we fit in it. So just give us a perspective,
Your perspective, of where we fit in these days we live, for
Your glory. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

All right. Well, just to review Acts One, Two, and Three, there is an actual review in the
Scripture itself in Matthew 1:17 that shows us the first three Acts. It says,

So all the generations from Abraham to David were
fourteen generations; and from David until the captivity in
Babylon were fourteen generations; and from the Babylon
deportation to Christ are fourteen generations.

So as Matthew is dividing up the book, in the beginning of Matthew as he is getting ready
to proclaim from the Gospel of Matthew, “The Messiah has come.” It is interesting
Matthew’s history. He says, God chose Abraham and He took that one man and He built
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back to Antioch. And that was the first time they ever went out. They were so excited
about it and God was doing great things, in spite of the persecution.

Then they came back and said, “Let’s go on another missionary journey.” And Paul
selects Timothy and he says, “We are going to go out and we are going to strengthen
those churches that we went out to.” And they even meet the Bereans. And so, you see a
second journey. They start back again. And they are going to head out. And they were
going to go out this way, by Tarsus, because that was Paul’s home. And they head on and
they just go way on out to visit a few churches that they strengthen. And they just go all
the way out, sail back around Corinth, Ephesus, and come back to Caesarea, to
Jerusalem, and then back on up to Antioch again. So their second journey was quite
comprehensive as they are going out. And the Holy Spirit is directing and leading and
motivating them to go out because it is Jesus in them, from heaven, building His church
by the power of the Holy Spirit. And it is just really neat.
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So then they say, “Let’s go on a third journey and strengthen disciples. And let’s head out
to Asia.” And they do the third and the fourth journeys. And you can see again the third
journey—because they begin down here in Jerusalem, in Antioch and they head out
again. And they go back to strengthen the churches and then they come back to
Jerusalem.

Then on the fourth journey they take off and they go way on out, they start heading
towards Rome. So, I mean, Paul just would not stop. And you cannot stop a called man or
a called woman. When God is moving in them this way, and this is just a drive that he
had. He is arrested. He is tried. He is put in prison. And he is preaching the kingdom of
God through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The 6 Progress Reports of Acts
1:1 – 6:7

The word spreads & disciples increase

6:8 – 9:31

The church builds in Judea, Galilee, & Samaria

9:32 – 12:24 Herod dies. The word continues to multiply
13:1 – 16:5

Paul and Barnabas separate but the Church grows

16:6 – 19:20 Church overcomes magic practices and cultic

literature—the Word of the Lord grows mightily
19:21 – 28:31 Paul takes the gospel to Rome

His preaching & teaching is open & unhindered

So we see the six progress reports in the book of Acts. They are simply this in Acts 6:7,
“the word kept spreading; disciples and priests in Jerusalem; many people were becoming
obedient to the faith.” We get a second progress report in Acts 9:31. It says, “The church
throughout Judea, Galilee, Samaria, are being built up and going on in the fear of the
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit. And you go: “Wow, things are happening!”
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Then you get another progress report in Acts 12:24. It says that “Herod the political
leader dies, but the word of the Lord continued to grow and be multiplied.” So the
political leaders go by the wayside, but the word of God is just growing and multiplying
everywhere. And you get another progress report in Acts 16:5, that says, “after the first
missionary journey and the council at Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas separate.” But we
read: “the churches were being strengthened in the faith and increasing in numbers
daily.” And so the reports just kept coming in. God is working in a mighty way.

In Acts 19:20, we get the next progress report. The church is overcoming magic
practices. And there were books that were worth 50,000 pieces of silver that were burned.
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily. And now it says it is prevailing over all
these false cults, these false religions, all these sorcerers and magicians. And the word of
God is just completely prevailing. And then finally, you get the last progress report of the
book of Acts in Acts 28:31. Paul carries the gospel to Rome and he is “preaching and
teaching Jesus with all openness, unhindered” (NASB). And even though he might be
chained to a soldier, the word of God is not bound. He is unhindered because God is
taking the gospel out. The Lord is so committed to build His church.
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The Missionary Value
of the book of Acts
• The Church was a missionary society
• Paul chose strategic centers like Antioch,
Corinth, Ephesus, Athens, and Rome
• The churches were self-governed, selfsupported, and self-perpetuated in order to
spread the gospel

Now what is the missionary value of the book of Acts? I see three specific things that
stand out. First is this: When you read the book of Acts you find out that the church as a
whole was a missionary society. It was not just a few guys. The thing that was so unique
about the church in the book of Acts was that they were all going out with that
euangelizo. They were going out with Good News, spreading the Good News to their
neighbors and their friends. They were telling it thoroughly. They were announcing it.
They were heralding it. They were proclaiming it. And it was not like it was some
evangelist’s job to do it. In the book of Acts they understood it was everybody’s job to do
it. The church as a whole was a missionary society.

Secondly, the thing we notice in the book of Acts is that Paul chose strategic places as
centers to get the gospel out, like Corinth. Antioch is where he started, then Corinth,
Ephesus, Athens, and Rome. He went to strategic places, which is very important.

That was one of the unique things about being in London was it was so strategic in the
sense that the whole commonwealth was there. And you could go out in the streets and
parks of London and the church at Westminster was always having people from every
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country (just about) coming in, and they would hear the gospel. These people eventually
move on and go some place else. Sometimes they go back to their countries. They go
other places. And it was a very strategic place to have a church. International, universal
cities like this are great places. I mean, you take what has happened even at Costa Mesa
here in LA and other churches, people that come from all over.

One of the most strategic places in our day is what? What is probably the newest, most
strategic place?—the Internet. You think about these guys and think about where they
were able to go to find strategic places to get the gospel out. Think how strategic the
Internet is now. And the more we can put emphasis on getting the gospel presented the
more it can be hit on all around the world because everybody is getting it. And it is like
even out in the remotest places, you would be surprised. You go to some of these little
churches setting up and a guy is out there with a laptop and a satellite dish. It happens.

And then thirdly, one of the things that I noticed that was of missionary value to me in
the book of Acts was that the churches were established to be self-governing, selfsupporting and self-perpetuating in order to extend out the gospel. They said, “Look, you
become indigenous. You support yourself. You govern yourself. And it is your job to
plant other churches and get it out.” So even the church that was planted had to grow up
and become a church planting church. And so, like you say, they started with Jerusalem
but they said, “Now this is your Jerusalem. Now you start and you go out to the world.”
And I see those as three extremely important values in the book of Acts concerning
missions.

Now what is the sign of the end of Act Four? Well, the Great Commission continues until
Jesus Christ says stop. I believe He is going to say that dramatically by way of the
Rapture of His church. And when He says that dramatically by way of the Rapture of the
church—as the salt comes out, the light, in many ways, comes out. But that is not the end
because that introduces a transition. We have had a transition from the nation, didn’t we?
And it was through the seeds of Israel to the building of the church.
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We are going to get another transition at the close of Act Four, the church. The Rapture
will take place and this will introduce the transition to the kingdom age that we call the
Millennial Reign. The transition phase is called the Great Tribulation. God is moving all
over the world, and when it is reached, then comes the end of Act Four. And then God
will set up a new channel in Act Five. But we will have about seven years there of
transition, as the church is taken and there begins to be a new kind of work on earth
during that time, because He is preparing the Jews. Again, I said, they were not cast
away, they were set aside. Set aside for a time in history.

But can you see God is a historical God and that He does things on time, in time, every
time, at the right time. And that is what is going on now. And we know we are getting to
the end of the church age. And soon the church will be taken out and there will begin to
be that other transition back to where He receives Israel back to Himself. Because they
were not cast away, they were just set aside. But God will do a new thing and He is
righteous to do it.

Let’s pray.

Lord, we thank You for what we see in Act Four, that You
are the one building Your church. You are doing it from
heaven by the ministry of the Holy Spirit because You sent
Him here to do it. And You sent Him here to reprove the
world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. And You sent
Him here to woo people to You. You sent Him here to take
away the blindness that is caused by the god of this world
and to give the light of the revelation, the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. And
we believe that, as You said, You would be with us to the
end by Your Spirit. And that the Holy Spirit will affect and
accomplish the proclamation of the gospel all over this
world, to every ethnic people, every tribe, every tongue,

Lesson 09

Dave Shirley, History of Redemption Page
The Gospel Is the “Good News”

Page 25 of 25
Time 0:41:55

every nation. We just want to be directed by Your Spirit
and sent where You want us to go. So Lord, we want to do
first our part and that is just submit ourselves to You,
present our bodies to You and say, here we are. If we can
be used in this time of history that I believe is soon coming
to a close, take us and use us, Lord, for Your glory. Let us
be part and experience that joy of a soul winner’s crown
when Paul said, at the coming of Christ you are our joy.
You are our crown. It is going to be quite exciting. There is
no reward that we could enjoy more than being in the
presence of the Lord and knowing that we had a part in
other people being in the presence of the Lord. So use us,
we pray. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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